
Majesty Journal Vol. 2 Issue 2, 2020; pp. 32-36             DOI: https://doi.org/10.33487/majesty.v2i2.586      

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

@Majesty Journal, 2020 

Published by Universitas Muhammadiyah Enrekang 

ISSN  2567-0157 (Online) 

  

MAJESTY 

MASPUL JOURNAL OF ENGLISH STUDIES 
| ISSN 2567-0157) (Online) | 

  

Exploring the Impact of English Movies to Improve the 
Students’ Listening Comprehension 
  
 

Sam Hermansyah1, Hasan2 
Universitas Muhammadiyah Sidenreng Rappang, Indonesia1 
Universitas Muhammadiyah Enrekang, Indonesia2 
Email: 1samhermansyah@umsrappang.ac.id;  2achank.hasan80@gmail.com 
 

 

ARTICLE INFO  ABSTRACT  

Article History: 

Received July 01, 2020 
Revised July 07, 2020 
Accepted July 13, 2020 
 

 

 

 The objective of this research was to improve the listening 
comprehension of the students of SMPN 1 Maiwa by using English 
Movies. The research aimed to see if English movies can improve 
the listening skills of students and to find out how students are 
using English Movies to increase their listening skills. The pre-
experimental method was used. Students from SMPN 1 Maiwa in 
2018/2019, which comprises 20 students, were part of the 
research. Ten first-class students and 10 second-class students. In 
taking the sample, the author used a random sample. The 
researcher used data collection methods and questionnaires. The 
researcher has distributed listening tests by pre-testing and post-
testing and sent questionnaires to gather information on their 
attitudes towards using English movies. Work suggests that the 
listening abilities of the students were poor in the preliminary 
examination. Their ability to listen is considerably increased after 
therapy. From their score, it can be seen that changed well. The 
findings evaluated with the t-test suggest that the t-test value is 
higher than the t-table (7.98>2.093). English Movies can be 
concluded to develop the listening skills of students. 
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Introduction 

Listening is one of the keys to 
establishing effective communication. It 
has an important role in communication 

because most of our time we spend 
listening activity. Gilbert (2002) stated 
that listening is the most critical 
communication skill. Students are in a 
listening situation 65% to 90% of the 
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time. Moreover, Harmer (1983) stated 
that nearly 50% of typical students’ time 
spent in listening, the higher the grade 
level, the more time usually spent in 
listening. Many college students spent 
nearly 50% of their time listening to 
lectures and discussions. Listening skill 
is really important in our life. In order to 
make the communication can go 
smoothly, we must understand the 
speaker’s message Underwood (1989) & 
Fadli, M. Mangenre (2008) claimed 
listening is the practice to pay attention 
to what we hear and wish to make sense. 
Listening is not only an activity to hear 
the speaker’s message but also to 
understand the meaning of the message 
conveyed (Deva, 2007). 
 Teachers have been trying many 
techniques to improve listening, from 
traditional to modern technology in 
teaching listening (Adnan, A. (2014). 
Using modern technology will be better 
than the traditional one (Ismail, I., 
Elihami, E., & Mustakim, M., 2019). One 
of the modern technologies that can be 
applied and give a big contribution to 
improving listening ability is using 
movies as a media of teaching (Wordnet, 
2008). Macavity (2005) stated that 
watching films can help to take the 
language away from the artificial 
classroom norm because they see/hear 
the language in a more natural setting. 
Louw (2008) also said that films convey 
language so that it is always easy to 
understand and listen, and that students 
absolutely love it, as is fantastic visual 
meaning. 
 In several literature studies related 
to listening shows the needs of the 
current students, especially students to 
improve listening comprehension. 
Gusrianti (1996) stated that teaching 
listening class by using native-speaker 
voice recorded materials is very helpful. 

Malik (2001) also states that the third 
students’ of MAN 1 Bulukumba have a 
favorable interest in learning listening 
comprehension by using songs in VCD. 
This finding is supported by the scores of 
pre-test and post-test. Sarkiah (2002) 
concluded that teaching listening 
comprehension by using VCD can 
improve the students’ listening of the 
second-year student of LSTP 
Bulukumba. It was obviously seen that t-
test was smaller than the t-value. While 
Nur Zam-Zam (2005) concludes that the 
Audio Lingual method is useful to help 
the students to improve their listening 
ability. 

From the previous literature, the 
authors conclude that listening skills 
must be taught attractively to make 
students feel natural in learning them. 
However, from a variety of previous 
literature, researchers have not found 
learning to listen through English 
movies. In this study, researchers are 
interested in trying to use the English 
Movies technique to help students 
improve their listening and it is hoped 
that English Movie is one way to help 
students understand native speakers' 
speech. The main objectives of the 
research are: (1) Evaluate whether the 
use or not of English films will enhance 
listening skills for students. (2) explore 
the attitudes of the students towards 
enhancing their listening skills with 
English Movies. The research formulate 
the following research questions 
following the previous description: (1) to 
what extent can students increase their 
listening ability by using English movies? 
(2) to what degree is the attitude of 
students to English Movies application? 
The result of the research is expected to 
be useful information for English teacher 
about the usage of English Movie in 
teaching listening skill and is expected to 
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be worthwhile information for all 
students (readers) so that they can 
utilize as a  media, not only as 
entertainment but also to increase their 
knowledge. It is hoped that it gives a 
meaningful contribution to the students 
to improve their listening ability. 

Method 

 The study used a pre-experimental 
framework in this research. The 
researcher collected information first 
before deciding the sample. The students 
at the school never using media in 
listening activity, the researcher decided 
to use only one class namely 
experimental class. The design that used 
was the one-group pretest-posttest 
design.  

Results 

The pre-test and post-test data 
analysis showed improvement following 
the course of treatment. The pre-test 
results showed that the students had 
poor listening skills. In the pre-test, only 
one student (5%) had a very good mark 
from 20 students, 2 (8%, 33%) had a 
relatively good mark, 11 (5%) got a poor 
score and 6 (30%) got a very poor mark. 
None of them have an excellent, good, 
and fair score. The student score was 
significantly improved during the post-
test. This is demonstrated by three 
(15%) students who have the excellent 
score, 3 (15%) students who have the 
very good score, 9 (45%) students who 
have the good score, 2 (10%) students 
who have the moderate score, 1 (5%) 
students who have the fair score, 2 (5%) 
students who have the poor score. None 
of them had a very poor score. This 
indicates that the post-test ratio is higher 
than that of previous tests. This means 

that the listening capacity of the students 
has improved considerably. 

The researcher found that they were 
substantially different based on a mean 
student score in the pre-test and post-
testing. The average pre-test score for 
students has been 3.80 and 7.95. Then, 
the outcome of the T-test reveals that the 
7.98 t-value is greater than the 2.093 t-
table. This means that English films are 
an important teaching technique. 

The average score of the students in 
the questionnaire, the researcher 
concluded that SMPN 1 Maiwa students 
have a positive attitude to the 
application of English movies. The 
consequence of the average score of 33.5 
can be seen. This ensures that most 
students consent to the use of English 
movies. 

Conclusion 

Based on the results and the 
discussion, the researchers conclude 
that: (1) the listening abilities of students 
SMPN 1 Maiwa are rated as low before 
treatment, and then significantly 
improve their hearing ability after 
treatment. It can be seen from their after-
test, that their ability to listen has 
developed into a successful 
classification; (2) the application of 
English films is an important tool that 
can be used for teaching listening skills. 
This is reflected in the results of the t-test 
and t-test values where the values of t-
tests are above t-tests; (3) SMPN 1 
Maiwa's students have a positive 
approach to the use of English Movies in 
their listening classes. 

The researcher wishes to include 
some suggestions after this study: (1) 
English teacher should use a media that 
combined visual and auditory in 
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teaching listening skills, so the students 
are not bored and enjoy the class. It will 
be better to use multimedia in teaching 
it. One of the good ways is by using 
English movies in their learning; (2) The 
researcher also suggested for the next 
researcher who are interested in this 
subject (listening) to find out the other 
way that more interesting than English 
Movies to teach listening because it is the 
most difficult skill in English. 
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